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Introduction
The Organization of Turkic States (OTS) is an international 
organization founded to strengthen cooperation among 
Turkic countries. Its main goal is to promote mutual 
understanding and interaction among Turkic peoples, 
as well as to preserve their shared cultural and linguistic 
heritage (24.kg, 2025).
The OTS includes five member states — Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, and Uzbekistan — 
while Turkmenistan and Hungary participate as observer 
countries.
The organization’s origins go back to the Nakhchivan 
Declaration, signed on October 3, 2009, which established 
the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States, the 
predecessor of the OTS. The declaration laid the foundation 
for deeper political and cultural partnership among the 
Turkic nations (24.kg, 2025).
The organization works in several main areas:
1.Economic cooperation – creating favorable conditions for 
trade and investment.
2.Cultural collaboration – promoting and preserving the 
Turkic language and shared traditions.
3.Political coordination – aligning member countries’ 
positions on key global issues.
4.Scientific and educational exchange – supporting research 
and academic collaboration (24.kg, 2025).

 

 The 12th Summit of the Organization of Turkic States 
and Its Key Outcomes
The 12th Summit of the Organization of Turkic States was 
held on October 7, 2025, in Gabala, Azerbaijan, under the 
chairmanship of President Ilham Aliyev. Heads of state 
from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, and Uzbekistan also 
attended (TURKSOY, 2025). The main theme of the summit 
was “Regional Peace and Security”, reflecting the member 
states’ intention to strengthen stability and cooperation in the 
Turkic world.
One of the most important outcomes was the signing of the 
Gabala Declaration, which reaffirmed the shared commitment 
to institutional coordination, the protection of cultural 
heritage, and the support of creative industries (TURKSOY, 
2025). The summit also introduced the “OTS+” format, which 
aims to expand flexible, project-based cooperation with third 
countries and international organizations.
A major decision of the summit was to enhance the role of 
TURKSOY in cultural diplomacy. Member states agreed 
to prepare a comprehensive proposal for institutional 
development that would involve ministries of culture and 
foreign affairs. This process focuses on strengthening the 
cultural capacity of the Turkic world, from digital heritage 
projects to youth and creative initiatives.
Some of the concrete outcomes of the summit include:
• Declaring Ankara as the “Tourism Capital of the Turkic 
World” for 2026;
• Speeding up the development of a joint museum card to 
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promote cultural mobility;
• Supporting the “Cultural Capital Aktau-2025” program;
• Submitting a proposal to UNESCO to declare December 
15 as the World Day of the Turkic Language Family;
• Strengthening cooperation in green transformation, rare-
earth elements, artificial intelligence, and smart production 
(TURKSOY, 2025).
Economically, Kyrgyzstan emphasized the importance of 
regional connectivity and trade facilitation, particularly 
through initiatives linked to the Trans-Caspian 
International Transport Route (Middle Corridor). This 
route offers Kyrgyzstan alternative access to European 
and global markets, reducing dependency on traditional 
transit pathways and enhancing the country’s logistical 
role in Central Asia. Bishkek also underscored cooperation 
in energy, renewable resources, and digital economy 
development, viewing these areas as essential for 
sustainable growth.
Kyrgyzstan plays an active role in joint cultural and 
educational initiatives, including the Turkic University 
Union and scholarship programs that encourage student 
exchanges across member states. During and after the 
summit, Kyrgyz leaders highlighted education as a strategic 
priority—emphasizing youth engagement, language 
preservation, and innovation as means to strengthen 
the collective identity of the Turkic peoples. Cultural 
cooperation projects—such as support for literature 
translation, traditional arts, and festivals celebrating Turkic 
heritage—demonstrate Kyrgyzstan’s commitment to 
ensuring that modernization does not come at the cost of 
cultural continuity.
Symbolically, the 12th Summit carried deep meaning for 
Kyrgyzstan as a country that sees itself at the heart of 
the Turkic historical and cultural space. For Bishkek, the 
summit reaffirmed that Turkic cooperation is not limited to 
pragmatic economic goals but represents a community of 
shared destiny grounded in common values, traditions, and 
mutual support. Kyrgyz participation reflected the belief 
that strengthening ties among Turkic nations reinforces 
sovereignty and stability for each member, particularly 
smaller states that benefit from collective strength and 
visibility in global affairs.
Among the Kyrgyz public, such summits are often seen 
as expressions of unity and cultural pride—reminders 
that Kyrgyzstan is part of a wider family connected by 

language, history, and spiritual heritage. The symbolism of the 
event, from the shared flag motifs to the common narratives of 
brotherhood, resonated strongly in Kyrgyz society, where the 
idea of “Turkic unity” is associated with both cultural revival 
and geopolitical balance.
For Kyrgyzstan, this summit was particularly important. As an 
active member of the OTS, Kyrgyzstan gained opportunities 
to participate in regional projects in areas such as transport, 
energy, and digital connectivity. At the same time, the country’s 
participation enhances its international profile and deepens 
ties with other Turkic nations through education, culture, and 
media.
Overall, the 12th OTS Summit was not only a political event 
but also a step toward building a common future for the 
Turkic world — one based on shared history, cooperation, and 
innovation.
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